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- oneof those stories that every-

»

“to ‘a particular position on of-

- inet,”

'tlme” . S,

. “In. 'the past, archdiocesan . |
8 hxgh 'school . marching bands

. but those associated with-

ByBILLDEVLIN .
Most likely the following. is

one has heard with only the
names ‘of 'the people. and
places" changed This partic-
ular version concerns'a man
whose son attended "Penn

State. As New Year’s Day ap- .
proached, a day renowned for

its abundance of football bowl
games, the man boasted to his
friends at work that his son
would be playing for Penn
State inthe Orange Bowl.-
Planning -to watch the
Orange Bowl on television,.a

fellow worker asked the proud i

father what his son would be
playing, -an obvious reference

fense or defense.

“He’ll be playing: the clar-
the father beamed.
“You can watch him at half—

i

Football and marching
‘bands seem to go together,

‘the marching bands that -

i represent’ the high ‘schools -

“in the Archdiocese of Phila-
“delphia have demonstrated
for ‘many years that their
" bands do more than provide
_fentertamment for  football
fans while the teams are
- going over strategy in the
_locker rooms. '

[

have won state, national, and

~ world- champ1onsh1ps. Carry-
--ing-~on -the ‘winning-tradition-

estabhshed by bands  from

such ‘schools -as - Cardinal

Dougherty and B1shop ‘McDe-
vitt high schools; is Archbish-

- op Ryan High School. .

For the past two years, the
Ryan marching band has won
its division in the Calvacade of
Bands State Championships..

In 1982, Ryan won the Amer-
ican D1v1s10n ‘of the tourna-
ment, and this year, before a
crowd of more than 10,000 at
Hershey Stadium in Hershey,

.the Ryan band won.the Yan-
- kee Dwxswn, the  division in

which the'largest bands from
-around the state compete.
In winning the Yankee Divi-

—smn Ryan  defeated - Lan-
' sdale s rNorth Penn -High-

WORLD CHAMPIONS =~ The Cardinal DoughertyHigh Sch"ooltmarches at half-
time at,recent_,football game. In ‘1966,’ the Dougherty band won the-world*

_School,
‘house. and the state-champion
for the past three years. The
Hershey- championship
capped off a season of compe-
tition in which the Ryan band
finished first five times and

second three times in the eight.

tournaments it had entered.
‘Marching band competition
can be gruelling. Many-of the
tournaments .are held on S
Aurday nights; and:the.n

ing units and ban ‘members

don’t have much:time ‘to rest -
because most of the bands are .

‘scheduled to play the: follow-
ing day at their schools’ foot-
ball games: The time-and the
expense of maintaining a com-
peting high school band are
things that -some high school

_admlmstratlons are not w1ll-

ing to take on.

1t is not surprlsmg then that
only four archdiocesan
schools fielded competing

- high school bands. The bands,

representing - Archbishop
Ryan, “Father Judge, Bishop
Kenrick, -and. Archbishop

Wood hlgh schools, competed
in- tournaments .in either the
Calvacade of Bands circuit or
the Tournament of Bands cir-

N
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STRIKE UP THE BAND! — The Archbi’shoo‘ Ryan
Band, shown- marchmg An the Nov 27 Mayfa

perenmal power- :

‘High School
olmesburg

cuit. Both circuits field bands
from Cathohc
schools

champmn hlps held .at the
‘Cherry Blossom Festival in
Washington, D. C., the Doug-.
herty band came in first. But.

their national championship
was overshadowed the follow-
ing year when' the band was
crowned World Champlon at

competitions held in the: Ne-

therlands.

Champlonshlps require .

hard work, and Gary Zimma-

ro, who: directs: Archbishop-
Wood High School’s‘Marching
-Band, said that the kids are at

it all year long.

“We actually begin prac-
tice in Ji nly, and that is only

a prelude to our band camp
which. opens. in August,”
Zimmaro explained. ‘;Dur-
+ing August, ‘the kids ‘prac-

. tice five'mornings and one
" evening a week in prepara- -

tion for the fall band com-
petition and the football’

"

_hearsing for “Chrlstmas con-
certs; .school-- musmals, and

other events.

As well as being a- tlme-con-
suming - activity, the ‘school
band can also be‘an expensive

-one. One band moderator esti- .

mates that-his band will re-

quire. more than $50,000 to.

operate. The remarkable

thing, according to the moder-
. ator; is that'most of the money -
will' come mnot from the

school’s ‘budget but from the
fundraising: activities of. the
school’s Band Parents’ Asso-
ciation.

Most school "bands have

some type of parents’ associa-
tion that supplies not only
fundmg but chaperones as

well.

Christmas Parade, was recently crowned state champions at
the’ Calvacade of Bands Tournament held in Hershey, Pa. ,

n.
At ‘most: schools, ‘when the
band members are not march-
ing onto fields, they’re in audi-

_{Photo by Robert S Halvey)

“Wood’s Zlmmaro saxd that

- fundraising is “‘a’ year round

activity”’ for his school’s band.
‘““We -.have . hoagle .-sales,

chéese  sales, and. dances ‘all.

year long to. help raise mon-
ey,’” he said. “Most kids-own

their-own- instruments, so we,

really only have to’ plirchaSe

uniforms and theﬂlarger m- '

struments

their instruments-is that like:

. band members in many. of the

archdiocesan hlgh schools,
they began paying for the in-
struments when they were in
elementary school.”

‘Most high school’ bands have
intensive - junior band’ pro-
grams . involving students
from parochxal schools. The

.grade schoolers take music.

lessons at the high schools and
begin renting the instruments.

The rental fee can later be ap--
plied to the purchase of the in--

strument.

The feeder program asitis
known, has allowed the high
schools to reach as far down
‘as fourth grade to develop mu-
swal talent

(Photo by Robert S. Haivey)

champlonshrp at competmons held in Europe. In-1965, the band was crowned na-
tional champions at the Cherry Blossom' Festival in Washington, D.C.
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